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WACHI Takaji 

Chief of Staff, 35th Army (Norator 1944)} Aeaictant Chief of Staff, Southern 
Arogr (February 1945)* (Whrtim 0/B Information} card only) 

KAWAMOTO Yoshitaro supervised WACHZ'a RAM KIKAN in the Shanghai area, an 
organisation set up for the purpose of subverting Chinese for use by the 
Japanese. A elasanate of both Major General YAMAMOTO (fhu), head of the KIKU 
KIKAN,and Major General KAGESA Sadaaki. 

Major General, Japanese Amy, Infantry, at the tine of Us leadership of the 
RAN KIKAN (1938-1942). Re was later elevated to Lieutenant General and served 
fro® 1942 onward prinarily in Military contends, WACHI had had nany years in China, 
tad was quite fluent in the Chinese language, and cl slued to be on good terns with 
uany Ugh-rankging Chungking figures in the Chinese Nationalist regime. For these 
reasons, not be reason of any intelligence experience, he was ordered in 1938 to font 
the RAN (Orchid) KIKAN, with the objective of secret political operations to subvert 
the Chungking govenasnt and simultaneously to procure Military information concerning 
Chungking. When WACHI had been in Kwangsi ouch earlier, be had formed a close 
I { connection with LI Tsung-jen and PAI Chung-hsl, loaders of tho later "Kwangsi 
1 Clique", Hie prise operations were aimed at subversion end defection of these 
individuals, which he claimed would only be a natter of time. WACHI often boasted 
that their friendship and loyalty toward him was very great and LI and PAI apparently 
played along with him a bit. Actually, source ( f *V) indicates that the 

general consensus of opinion was that the two Chinese leaders, who had a very 
influential and almost autonomous position in South China, really disliked WACHI 
intensely even though he did not realise it. In any event. He never succeeded in 
defecting them. 

'WACHI'8 RAN KIKAN, in contrast to the UMK KIKAN, produced very few reports, and 
although WACHI is not believed to have boon dishonest, he wts considered in the 
Shanghai area to bo completely unfit for intelligence work* The IAN KIKAN remained 
email throughout its rather non-productive history, WACHI was a classmate of KAEBSA 
at Amy Officers' School, and their personal relations wars always good except for 
occa si o n al professional entanglement 3 . Source net WACHI occasionally during his 
Shanghai tgur of duty and was and is on good terns with him. Source likes WACHI 
but does not think much of his ability. Source first mat WACHI in a professional 
capacity about tbs and of 1939, Scares had rounded up a number of clandestine radio 
operators in the Shanghai area who had been under suspicion for some time, jailed them, 
and prepared to interrogate then. Several days later, WACHI phoned him, even though 
Souroe's office was a stone's throw from WACHI's and indicated quite insecurely «n 
the telephone that several of the jailed radio operators belonged to the RAN KIKAN. 
Source quickly visited WACHI end WACHI mould not describe nor name the operators. He 
, did not know which officer In his unit was running those radiomen, so, with Source 
' still present, he called In all his unit officers to find cut which officer was smta| 
running what radio operators! Later? when WACHI moved off inot the Hankow area, 
as he did several time, he set up a large sign at his billet in Hangkow reading 
"WACHI BUTAI HQ"} visitors mitering saw the eminent major general end one enlisted 
elerkl Most of WACHI ' a few subordinates were civilians, sow of whom were reputed to 
be ,uite able. 

As the above anecdotes illustrate, WaCHI was a very insecure person for intelligence 
woxfc, and apparently had few clear Ideas of exactly what he was after. He frequently 
became very enthusiastic about a project advanced by a subordinate, approved it, end 
then forgot completely what it was or why he had wanted it. As a result, WACHI's 
projects were often very numerous, but few of them ever were followed through to 
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WACHI lakaji (II) 






logical and successful conclusion. His thinking ms rapid, «nt ballistic, ind large- 
scale, toot hs could never wait for resulpn end hardly recognised common ordinary 
intelligence inforaition as i worthwhile remit - BIO things hid to happen, and 
QUICKLY to suit The few successes achieved on i working level by the BAN KIKAM 
were grimrlly due to subordinates end in spite of WACHI, Nevertheless, WACHI was 
highly thought of by Imperial QHQ, He operated fir end wide with vert little 
aseistance, but if he had achieved any successes, ill of Shinghoi end N a nkin g 
would have hoard about it firm hin, so it is very doubtful if he did not get very 
far in his political objectives, (ZJL-604* 19 Apr 51* Q" CE File IH-33) , 

Together with SATOKI Rjosaku and BABA Tusuke, KUHIHARA Sho his now strengthened 
connections with the fsaaus Rightist philosopher* OKAMA Shansi* and to the central 
figures affiliated with the OBNIOSHA; TANAKA Shinichi, WACHI Tatoji and KOBAXASHI 
Shosabaro. , .Many of SATCKI'o private connections ire not eleirly discernible even 
now, but the following definite re l a t io n s hipe eon be reprotedt OIKAWA Genshiahi, 
AKIQUSA Toehi, Lt General WACHI Takaji, SAKUBABA Shiro, ate. (ZJL-6ZL, IS May JL, 

CE File 111-36.2) 

The JONAH Group contains forner politicians like BABA Tusuke and TAKASB Dan with 
connections to OKAMA Shumei and HATOXAMA Ichiro ) forasr diplomats KUBIHABA Sho, 
TSUCHIOA Tutaka, and KAMAI Tateuoj • »4ny leaders TANAKA ShJiiehi, OBA * SAKUBABA 
Shiro, and, lately, OIKAWA Ocnshich; forasr Navy leaders MAKDA Minoru, KOBA X AS H I 
Shosaburo, KAWAHOA Toshiro, and Adairal X^KAMOTO's son-in-law. Captain FUKUSH1MA, 
in addition to officials in ths MSA who arc forasr Davy nan; forasr I.S. and TCKUNU 
KIKAM figures liks NI3HHABA Nasso, Deputy G-2, Kwintung Any, and WACHI Takaji of 
RAN KIKAM) last but hardly least, i®( includes SATOMI Byosaku 9 Hajias, ooetiae 
ossosiits of KODAKA Toshio's in China and supporter of ths Ana/ Intelligence Unite 
in Chins by virtue of his vast economic operations, legal or otherwise - a shadowy 
"friend" of ths great in every field. 

If ths present alignment <t the JON AN Group is Maintained and friendly relations with 
KaMABB Toraehlro and his subordinates continue, inclusion of Assistant Kwmtung 
Ar«y G-2 NISHIHARA, SAKUBABA Shiro, md WACHI Tixiji on top subordinate levels 
in the A ray Intelligence section will probably result. 

(ZJUN1473, 11 May 195») CE File HI-1) 
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(1800 hours, IB May 1951) SATOKI Ryosaku and KUHIHARA Sho ccoUtced Lt General 
WACHI Takaji and discussed the Any revival Issue. (ZJL-627, 24 Hay 51 ]} 

C 54 File HI- 36 . 2) 



Member of forasr SAKUBAI KaI, now in anti-UGAKI Kasushlge fiction (ZJL-699B, 
24 Aug 51, ^ " J UGAKI Issei dossier). 



(1000 hour* 26 Aug 51) The following persons attended the meeting cilled "A Fishing 
< Meeting" at SUGAMO Funitoshi's (• KANNO 9 KUAN Wen-Shin) house: SUGANO, SATOMZ, MXURA 
> Oiiehi, KANDA Koichi, KUBIHABA, IWAKURO Hid so, DOI Akio, NAKAXAMA Tu, WACHI, etc. 
(ZJL- 735 , 15 Oct 51, jT CE Fill III-36.2) 

Soo ZJJ-36, pg 6 , J, 7 Mar. 52. HARUXE Xoshitone Dossier. 
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